
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tow Dolly 

We recommend a Marlon tow dolly for front-wheel drive vehicles. The tow dolly lifts your vehicle's 

front wheels off the pavement and pulls it behind your Tow vehicle. For all-wheel and rear-wheel 

drive vehicles, we recommend a car carrier. 

▪   

Tow Dolly Precautions 

▪ Your vehicle must have lockable steering. Check your owner’s manual if you are unsure.  

▪ A tow dolly cannot be used to tow mid- or rear-engine mounted vehicles.  

▪ Vehicles with a low front end or air dams may not have enough ground clearance to drive 

up the tow dolly platform.  

▪ The tow dolly must be attached to your tow vehicle before loading your vehicle onto the tow 

dolly.  

▪ Your vehicle must be centered with its front end on the tow dolly facing forward. Never 

back a vehicle onto a tow dolly.  

▪ Rear-wheel, four-wheel or all-wheel drive vehicles must have their drive shaft disconnected 

and removed. Consult your auto dealer.  

▪ Do not load possessions, people or pets in your towed vehicle.  

▪ Do not attempt to back up your tow vehicle with the tow dolly attached. Severe damage to 

your vehicle and the tow dolly could result. If backing up is necessary, remove your vehicle 

from the tow dolly, then unhook the tow dolly from the truck and move separately.  

http://www.pensketruckrental.com/personal_rental/accessories/moving_trucks_12.html


Hooking up Your Tow Dolly to Your Truck 

 

1. The coupler-locking device must be in the full open position. Place the coupler of the tow 

dolly over the 2 in. hitch ball on your tow vehicle. Be sure the coupler is fully seated down 

over the hitch ball.  

   

2. Completely lock the coupler. If the tow dolly is equipped with a lever-type coupler, the 

lever must be in the down position and the locking pin inserted. If equipped with a hand 

wheel-type coupler, completely tighten the hand wheel. When finished, pull up on the tow 

dolly coupler to be sure it is properly secured.  

 

3. Your tow dolly is equipped with a single round 7 electrical plugs, insert plug into the 

receptacle in truck's electrical box. Check for proper operation.  

 

4. Crisscross the safety chains or cables from the tongue of the tow dolly. Pass through 

eyelets on your truck and attach the hook to the safety chain. Allow slack in the chains for 

movement during turns.  

 

Loading Your Vehicle on the Tow Dolly 

You are responsible for loading your vehicle onto the tow dolly. Marlon is not responsible for any 

damage to a transported vehicle. Consult your insurance carrier before towing a vehicle.  

 

1. Be sure that your truck and tow dolly are lined up straight on level ground. Also, make 

sure that the tow dolly platform is straight.  

 

  3. Lay tire straps along fender side of the tow dolly, off of the tire platform.  

 

  4. Release the platform locking pin and allow the tow dolly platform to tilt back.  

 

 5. With someone safely guiding you, slowly drive the front end of your vehicle onto the tow 

dolly until the front tires are resting against the tow dolly wheel stops. As you drive your 

vehicle onto the tow dolly, the platform will go into the upright position. NEVER BACK UP 

YOUR VEHICLE ONTO A TOW DOLLY.  

   



6. Make certain that your vehicle is centered on the tow dolly platform, because the 

platform swivels during turns. Adequate space is required between the tow dolly fenders 

and your vehicle.  

   

7. Replace the platform locking pin to the locked position.  

   

8. For safety reasons, engage the parking brake on your vehicle while loading onto the tow 

dolly, and place transmission in low gear (standard) or park (automatic).  

 

9. Center the tie-down ratchets in front of the towed vehicle's tires and pull the tire straps 

forward over the tires, arranging for a secure fit.  

   

10. Tighten each tire strap securely by pulling up and down on the tow dolly ratchet handle 

as many times as necessary. Tire straps should fit securely against the tires, with no slack. 

Be sure the strap on the inside of the tire does not come in contact with any brake or 

suspension parts.  

   

11. Insert safety pin and attach safety clip with ratchet handle in down position.  

 

12. Disconnect and remove the drive shaft on your vehicle if it is rear-wheel, four-wheel or 

all-wheel drive. Consult your auto dealer if you are uncertain about the above. Towing a 

vehicle using a tow dolly without disconnecting the drive shaft will damage your vehicle's 

transmission, even if the transmission is placed in neutral.  

   

13. The parking brake must be released on your vehicle before traveling. Be sure 

the steering is locked in the straight position, with the wheels pointed straight ahead.  

   

14. Remove your keys from the ignition and lock your vehicle.  

   

15. Check the towing system after hookup and tow about 100 ft., then stop and perform a 

safety check. Check the bolts, safety chains and cables, coupler, ramps, tire straps and 

other items to make sure they are in the right position and secure. Repeat the safety check 

after the first 5 miles and then every 50 miles thereafter.  

   

16. Your vehicle is now safely connected and ready for travel.  

Important 

CHECK THE TOW DOLLY, COUPLER, SAFETY CHAINS, ELECTRICAL HOOKUP, AND TIRE STRAPS 

AFTER THE FIRST FIVE MILES OF TRAVEL AND THEN EVERY 50 MILES THEREAFTER. 



 

Unloading Your Vehicle from the Tow Dolly 

1. Park your truck and tow dolly straight and on level ground.  

2. Fully apply the parking brakes on your truck and your towed vehicle. Reinstall the drive 

shaft on rear-wheel, four-wheel or all-wheel drive towed vehicles.  

3. Remove tire straps and safety chains from towed vehicle, placing the ratchet handle in the 

down position.  

4. Release the tow dolly platform locking pin.  

5. Release the parking brake on the towed vehicle.  

6. Slowly back your vehicle off the tow dolly platform to prevent the bottom of the vehicle 

from contacting ramps. If the drive shaft was removed from your vehicle for towing, check 

the transmission fluid level, as it may have leaked during your trip.  

7. Return the tow dolly platform to the up position and engage the platform locking pin.  

8. Take up excess slack of the tire straps in tie-down ratchet assembly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WARRANTY / REPAIR PROCEEDURES 



 
Marlon offers a 90 day limited warranty on each new Marlon trailer against manufacturing 

defects in workmanship and materials. 
 
The obligation under this warranty is limited to the replacement or repair at the 
manufacturer's factory, or at a point designated by the manufacturer, of such part as shall 
appear to the manufacturer upon inspection of such part to have been defective in material or 
workmanship. 

 
This warranty does not obligate Marlon to bear the cost of labor or transportation charges in 
connection with the replacement or repair of defective parts, nor shall it apply to a 
product upon which alterations have been made or for equipment misused, neglected or 
improperly installed. Marlon reserves the right to improve any product through changes in 
design or materials as it may deem desirable without being obligated to incorporate such 
changes in products of previous manufacture. 

 

Bills for service, labor, or other expenses which have been incurred by the buyer without 
express approval or authorization by Marlon will not be accepted. If your Trailer fails to 
operate properly, or fails within the warranty period, the following steps should be taken. 
 
1. For warranty work of defective components return parts to authorized Marlon 
Dealer or contact Marlon at www.marlonproducts.com. Include your name, return 

address, phone # and a description of the problem, and contact phone number. 
2. A copy of the receipt including date of purchase is necessary for any warranty claim. 
3. If damages are due to abuse or misuse, owner will be charged for parts and labor. 
4. If any of the components of your Trailer are found to be faulty due to defective material 
or workmanship, they will be repaired at "NO CHARGE" and returned with 
transportation charges prepaid. If failure occurred because of abuse, neglect or misuse, 

and estimate of costs to repair will be submitted back to the owner. Repair will not be 
completed until charges are authorized by the owner. After repairs are completed the 
material will be returned with transportation charges collect. 
For further information and customer assistance go to www.marlonproducts.com  

 

 
 

http://www.marlonproducts.com/

